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A N E C D O T E S 



AN]> 



OBSERVATIONS 



RELATING TO 



OLIVER CROMWELL 



A N.D :HI S 



F A M I L Y. 



NieOLAUS COMNENUS PAPADOPOLI, iiji 
bis Miftoria Gymnafii Patavini ( Vcnetiis 1 726,) 
Tom. 2. Lib. 2. cap. 50. pa» 506, 307. feft. 241. 
fob anno 1658, aflerts ^"^ That Oliver Cromwell 
*' {the Proteftor) was a Member of that Univerr 
f' fity in the Year 1618 f' And He refers to a Lift 
ef the Englifh Students of that Univerfity, and to 
Oliver's Coat of Arms painted in the Piazzas of it, 
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K(h Writers : It is fufficient to fpecifie two of the 
latcft, viz. the New General Biographical DiiSionary 
(Edit. 1761.) Vol. 3. pa. 516, 517, 518. Title, 
** Cromwell;" and Mr. Harris's Life of Oliver 
Cromwell (publi(hed in 17.62) pa. 3* to 9. 1 

I propofe to confirm the Improbability, I might 
almoft have faid the ImpoJJi^ility of Oliver's long 
Tiavels during thefe particular feven Years, by a 
Proof from the Register of St. John's Parifti ia 
Huntingdon^ including the fame fpecifie Years; ^ 
Copy of which Regifter (as Jfer as it relates to the 
Cromwells) 1 have obtained from Huntingdon, by 
the favor of a worthy and curious Gentleman of 
that Place, Mr. Edward Ferrar 5 who (by the way) 
obferves that they have no Traces, in that NeiglW 
bourhood, of Oliver's having led a diflblute Life; : 

This Extract from the Regifter of St. John's 
Parifti in Huntingdon, which Mr. Ferrar has been: 
fo obliging as to fend me, includes Six of the Fa- 
mily, prior to the Protestor Himfelf : But I will 
begin with Him, at prefent. 

25th April 1599. Oliverius, filius Roberti CromwelJ. 

Gen. et Eliz. uxoris ejus, natus 25. April 

1599. et bapt. 29. 
22dFebraary 1600. Margaret Cromwell, Daughter 

of Robert and Elizabeth* 

2d January; 
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^d January 1602. Ann Cromwell, Daughter of Ro- 
bert arid Elizabeth. 

19th January 1605. Jane Cromwell, Daughter of 
Robert and Elizabeth. 

1 8th January 1608, Robert Cromwell, Son of Ro- 
bert and Elizabeth. 

4th April 1 609. Robert Cromwell buried. 

2d June 1 6 1 r. Joan Cromwell married to Mr. Wil- 
liam Baker. 

2oth June 1617. Margaret Cromwell married to Mr. 
Valentine Walton. 

Thefe that follow are j(as I take it) the Proteftor's 
.*own Children. 

8th OiSober 1621. Robert Cromwell, Son of Oli- 
ver, Efqj 
.,6th February 1622. Oliver Cromwell, Son of Oli- 
ver^ Gent. 

5th Auguft 1 624. Bridget Cromwell, Daughter of 
Oliver, Efqj 

4thO(ftober 1626. Richard Cromwell, Son of Mr. 
Oliver. 

20th January 1627. Henry Cromwell, Son of Oli- 
ver, Efq; 

2d July 1629. EUz. Cromwell, Daughter of Oli- 
ver, Efqj 

-8th January 1631. James Cromwell, Son of Oliver. 

B 9tliFeb- 
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9th February i6j6. Mary Cromwell, Daughter of 
. Oliver,. Gent^ 

Note '^ The three firft of thefc eight were borg^ 
iff ore the Death of King James the firft. 

I flatter Myielf, that It now ftands fufficiently 
proved '^ That Oliver €romweH„ thtJ^rotedkr^ did 
not refide in Italy y but in Englandy during the iajft 
7 Years of the Reign of King James the firft." 



<c 



Fapadopoli muft confequently be under a grofih 
Miftake concerning the Identity of the Perfon^. 
at leaft. However his Proofs do fcem to ihew **"that 
" fome Perfon of the fame Name was at Padua at 
'' that Time." 
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I was very defirous to difcover what Ofiver Crom* 
well This was 5 and to that End, I made Inquiry 
after the Regifter of Hincbinbrookey where Old Sir 
Oliver Cromwelt, the elder Brother of the Protec- 
tor's Father, lived : But I am informed •* that there 
* It is ex- w is -^ no* Regiiter there /' 

traparo- 
criial 

iTiis Old Sk CMivcr fold Ws Eihte,. in hiff own: 
life-time, to the Anceftor of the jk)w Earl of Sand- 
wich: And I am told ** that He kfi m OnUrerr, 
In his old Age» He lived at Ramiey : And Sir Philip 
t Biogr. ilfar»ick * vifRed Him tiiece, ' 

Dia. Pa. - . There 
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There was an Oliver Cromwell Efquire of Hun- 
tingdorty who was a married Man in 1586, and tiU ^ 
1594: For in the R^ifter of St. John's Parifti 
in Huntingdon it appears ** that He had three Ghil^ ^ 

*^ dren born there within that Space of Time j" viz. 

25th Auguft 1586* Henry Cromwell, Son of Oli- 
ver Efq; 

14th May 1589. John Crprnwell, Son of Oliver and 
Elizabeth. 

f 5th May 1594. Catharine Cromwell> Daughter of 
Oliver Efq; 

It does not appear Who this Oliver Cromwell 
Efquire was. He might be. Sir Oliver Himfelf (be- 
fore He was made a Knight;) Who might have then 
refided at * Huntingdon 5 and Who might have had * Hinchrn- 
Several Children bom, and even grown up, though brook e is 
None of them might live long enough to furvive ^[j J^f 
Him. Sir Oliver was of a fuf&ient Age of Life to Hunting- 
be married, and have Children in thofc refpedfcivc ^^"" 
Years : For his younger Brother, Robert, (the Pro*- 
tedlor's Father) was married and had a Daughter in 
1593. ^"^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ might have been named 
Oliver ; and would jxrobably have been of a proper 
Age for fhidylng at Padua and making the Tour of 
Italy, between the Years i6jt8 and 1625. 
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Though it might, in bare Po/pbilityy have hap- 
pened that Sir Oliver Himfelf did fo, yet it is very. 
unlikely^ both from his Age of Life, (which could 
not then be lefs than fixty or thereabouts,) and from 
his being fettled at Hinchinbrooke long before that 
Time ; where He gave King King James the Firft, 
juft after his .Acceffion to thelThrone of England, 
the grandeft Entertainment that had been given to 
d King by a Subjeft. In Reality, it can hardly be 
thought that this Sir Oliver fhould be the Perfon 
who did not return from his Travels till the Year 
in which King James died and JCing Charles came 
to the Crown. 

What Other Oliver Cromwell might do fo, remains 
quite in the Dark. ^ 

There appear only three other Q'omwells, in vcsjf 
Extraft from the beforementiohed Regifter, Who 
were born before the Protedtor ; (and they feem to 
have been an elder .Brother and two 5i{lers of the 
Protedor.:) viz. .* 

14th Oftober ^593. Elizabeth Cromwell', Daughter 

of Robert and Eiizabetli, 
13th Auguft 1595. Henry Cromwell, Son of Rcf*" 

bert.and:Elizabeth.. ... 
7th February 1596. patharine Cromwell, Daughter 

of Robert and Elizabeth. 

I have 
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. I have alfedged One Fadl, very material to tlie 
Point in queftion/ namely, " That.Oliver Croniwell,' 
" the ProteiJior, was married before the Age of 
" tweaty-two :". Which, it may be faid, I have not 
lormally.and diredtly proVed. But I have fhewii 
" that He had ; a , Son ( */Robert) born upon the 
" 8db ofOftober i6zJ:^\Which amounts to a fuf- 
ficient confequentiai Vvboi " that the Father was a 
** Married Ji^n fome confiderable .Time before the 
25th of the preceding April". And " that He was 
not two' and twenty till the 25th of April 1621,'^ 
is moft clearly manifeit' from' the Huntingdon Re- 
gifter, v/hicK afcertaim his. Birtb to have been upoii 
the 25th of April 1 599^ 



tx 



N. B. This Regiiler fettles the ^ Doubt amongft 
our Hiftorians, " Whether he was born upon the 
" % 24th or upon the || 25th of that Month J ' . 

Inner Temple„ 
24th June 1763., 



* This Robert died in his Infancy: And fo likewife did his 
next Brother Oliv^. i 

+ See Biogr. Dic^. Vol. 3. pa. 516. 
X According to Mr. Harris, pa. i. 
II So the Generality of Writers have fai^ 
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: P. S. I wHl add, for the Catjofity of fiidi as at- 
tend to Heraldry, a Note of die Enfigos Armorial 
jpainted upon the Eicutcheons ufod at the Protedor''^ 
Funeral: viz« Impaled Baron and F^nm^ Yyx% 
for Himfelf^ Quarterly, ift and 4th Argent, a Ordi 
Gules (for England;) 2d Azure, a Salttre Argent 
(for Scotland;) 3d Azure, a Haro Or, ftringed Ar- 
gent (for Ireland^) In an Efoutcheon of Pretence, 
Sable, a Lycxi rampant Argent, (fc^ his paternal 
Coat;) And, Secxmdly,^ for his Wife, Sable, 3 Leo- 
pards paflant^ in Pale, Or, ipotted of the firft. * The 
Crown over the Efcutcheon was compofod of Cro^ 
Patonce and Leaves, (like that of the Prince of 
Wales;) with an Arch joining croflways over the 
red Cap of Velvet, but not rifing fo high as the 
Regal Crown/ 



* Note : He would not affume the Arms of France ; being in 
firi£i Alliance with that Crown. 
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